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First Great Edinburgh Guider Race
Dear participants

As things have turned out it looks like its going to be the First Small Edinburgh
Guider Race — of the 10 groups who signed up, only about 8 are actually going to
field teams. But, we will have a respectable enough event. I'm sure that we will all do
our best to make it a fun day out for the children, and to raise as much cash as
possible for Capability Scotland on the one hand, and the Christine Witcutt Centre for
children with special needs in Sarajevo.

On Sunday we would like everyone to gather at 9:30. The competition will start at
10:30, but we need time to log everyone in, and check that we have permissions for
each child to compete. It will be a time also for us to inspect the carts and check,
alongside the teams, that each cart is correctly assembled and set — for example,
that front wheels are correctly aligned, that the brake push rod is adjusted to give
effective braking, that all fastenings are secure.

During this time also, teams might like to have a trial run on the course, and make
sure that all the young drivers are comfortable with what they will be doing.

The sketch map below shows the approximate location of the course. An EDA
vehicle — a 17 ton truck normally used for aid delivery will serve as race headquarters
and will be parked by the finishing point: please report there when you arrive.

Since its some distance from the parking areas at either park entrance to the starting
point, it would be a good idea to drill a pair of holes in the base unit at the front of the
cart, and in the backrest, and to thread ropes through so that the cart can be easily
towed up or led down the hill. This will also help in getting the cart back from the
bottom of the course to the start point between heats: since most carts will be
competing 3 times (more in some cases), and some again in the final, how they get
back up the hill is a rather critical point!

A good number of people have told us that they couldn’t make the event this time,
but that if we run it again they would love to. So you, the participants in the 2006 race
are the pioneers — we are sure that in 2007 there will be a lot more, and we really are
most grateful to you for taking the plunge this year.
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Contact numbers on the day:
Denis: 07962477868 (Denis Rutovitz)
Lisa: 07770884190 (Lisa Anderson)
Edward: 07752408984 (Edward Aikman)
Dave: 07973628366 (David Hamilton)
(Dave is a qualified first-aider in case of need)
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